J'LOT AGAJXST   THR  PRIXCR.                 22*}

footsteps. Baffled by his success, enraged at his
growing spirit of independence, the Russian agents In
Bulgaria were keener than ever to overthrow him.
Peace had scarcely been signed, when a conspiracy
was discovered at Bourgas to carry off, or, if neces-
sary, kill, the Prince. Foiled in this second attempt
against his person, the Russophil party used even-
means to poison public opinion against him. There
were officers in the army, like Bendereff and Dimit-
rieff, who were ready to avenge real or imaginary
slights received from their sovereign. The rumour
that the Serbs were about to renew hostilities had the
double effect of stripping the capital of loyal troops
and of causing much discontent among the peaceful
and thrifty Bulgarians. Russophil prints described
the Prince as a monster of vice, a creature who
fattened upon the hard-won earnings of the poor. A
regiment upon which the conspirators could rely was
quietly marched into Sofia, and all was ready for the
final blow. As Bendereff was acting Minister for
War, and Grueff head of the Military Academy, the
gang held all the trump cards. To crown all, the
Church, in the person of the Metropolitan, Clement,
a sworn friend of Russia and a bom intriguer, pro-
nounced its blessing on the enterprise.

At two in the morning of the 2ist of August, 1886,
the Prince was aroused from his slumbers by one of
his guards, who rushed into his bedroom, thrust a
revolver into his hand, and told him that the palace
was surrounded by a band of conspirators. Escape
was hopeless, repeated volleys and cries of Dolu, dolu!
" Down with him, down with him!" rent the air.